IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (currently amended) An automated system for capturing and viewing an event 
having event participants, comprising: 

multiple cameras of different types simuitaneously capturing images of sub- 
events occurring in a space associated with an event; 

a virtual director t hai aj jtoj naticMY. d etermines which y;ew of said multiple 
cameras of different types to display; 

a server capable of recording and broadcasting the captured sub-events; and 

one or more clients in network connection with said server that view portions 
of the captured event. 

2. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the multiple 
cameras of different types are atieast two [[one]] of: 

a 360-degree camera centrally positioned to monitor in substantially 38Q- 
degrees the space in which the event occurs; 

a remote view camera positioned so as to capture a view of event participants 
in said space associated with said event to be transmitted to a client over said 
network; 

a presenter view camera positioned so as to capture a view of an overview of 
the space associated with the event wherein a presenter would typicaiiy be 
presenting ; and 

a whiteboard capture camera positioned so as to capture strokes written on a 
whiteboard. 

3. (currently amended) The system of Claim 2 wherein said 360-degree 
[[omni-directional]] camera comprises a set of cameras configured in a circular back 
to back fashion. 

4. (original) The system of Claim 3 further comprising a panoramic 
stitcher that stitches together images captured from each camera to create a 
panoramic image of said space in which the event occurs. 



5. (original) The system of Claim 2 wherein said presenter view 
camera is integrated with a microphone. 

8. (original) The system of Claim 2 wherein said remote view camera 
is integrated with a microphone. 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) The system of Claim [[7]] 2 wherein said 
virtual director determines which camera view to display by: 

determining if a person is speaking and facing toward a display that 
displays at least one remote event participant, and if so using a camera view 
captured by said remote camera to display; 

determining if a person Is talking and the presenter view camera can 
track them and provide a higher resolution image than the 360-degree camera, and 
if so using a camera view captured by said presenter view camera for display; and 

else, using a camera view captured by said 380-degree camera to 

display. 

9. (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising a microphone 
device that simultaneously captures audio data of said event. 

1 0. (original) The system of Claim 9 wherein said microphone device 
is used to determine the direction from which an event participant is speaking by 
using sound source localization. 

1 1 . (original) The system of Claim 9 wherein captured images of the 
sub-events are used in combination with sound source localization to refine the 
determined direction from which an event participant is speaking. 

12. (original) The system of Claim 1 wherein said system is used for at 
least one of: 



broadcasting an event to one or more remote clients; 
receiving data associated with the event from a client; 
recording said event; and 
browsing of a recording of said event. 

1 3. (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising a projector for 
projecting event materials onto a screen. 

1 4. (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising a monitor for 
displaying one or more remote participants or other meeting materials in said space 
where said event occurs. 

1 5. (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising an event kiosk 
which is used to control one of event broadcast, recording and recorded event 
playback. 

1 6. (original) The system of Claim 1 5 wherein said kiosk further comprises 
a graphical user interface. 

1 7. (original) The system of Claim 1 6 wherein said graphical user 
interface comprises at least one of: 

an initial display showing initial status of the system; 

a setup display for allowing a user to start recording of an event; 

an event status display displaying images from said multiple cameras, event 
duration and a control for stopping or canceling said recording of said event; and 

a stop meeting confirmation display that confirms the user's action of stopping 
or canceling said recording of said event. 

1 8. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1 5 further wherein 
said event kiosk is located on one of said multiple cameras of different types . 



1 9. (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising a graphics 
capture device used to capture data presented in said event or transferred between 
the multiple cameras, server and one more clients. 

20. (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising an archive 
server on which recorded events are stored and wherein said archive server plays 
back said recorded events to said clients, 

21 . (original) The system of Claim 1 further comprising an archive 
server on which annotations to said captured sub-events are saved. 

Claims 22-50 (cancelled) 

51 . (currently amended) A system for conducting a distributed meeting, 
the system comprising: 

a 360-degree camera for capturing images of meeting participants in a 
meeting in substantially 360 degrees about said 360-degree camera; 

a whiteboard camera for capturing images of contents written on a 
whiteboard; 

a presenter camera for capturing images of an overview of the meeting room 
in the area where a presenter would typically be presenting ; 

a microphone array for capturing the audio of the meeting that is 
synchronized with one of said images captured by said 360-degree camera, 
whiteboard camera or presenter camera; and 

a vi r tual director tha t automatically deten ] \ - h vi ew of said 360 degree 

camera, whiteboard camera or presenter ..camera ; to .dis play 'and sMtches tojhe 
determined view o f the ass ociated camera to display a view of one of sa;d different 
sub-events; and 

a meeting server for performing processing required to broadcast and record 
meeting data. 

52. (original) The system of Claim 51 further comprising a network 
connecting said meeting server to at least one remote meeting participant, wherein 



said network is used to broadcast meeting images and audio from said server to 
participants and receive audio and images from said remote meeting participants at 
said server. 

53. (original) The system of Claim 51 further comprising an archive 
server for performing processing required to playback recorded meeting data. 

54. (original) The system of Claim 53 further comprising one or more 
archive clients capable of playing back said captured images and synchronized 
audio. 

55. (currently amended) An automated system for capturing and viewing 
an event having event participants, comprising: 

multiple cameras o f different types s imultaneously capturing images of 
different sub-events occurring in a space associated with an event; 

an event server, that processes in substantially real time said event data; 
an event post processor that process said event data only when the event is 
completed; 

a virtual director that determines which of said multiple ca meras of different 
types to display and switches between said multiple cameras of different types to 
display a view of one of said different sub-events; a n d 

at least one event client in connection with said event server wherein said 
event client allows viewing live events and archived events. 

56. (original) The automated system of Claim 55 further comprising an 
archive server which acts as a store for said event data. 

57. (original) The automated system of Claim 55 wherein the event 
server performs at least one of the following functions: 

acquiring audio or video from said capture devices; 

compressing said audio or video; 

archiving said audio or video; 

providing video or audio to said client; and 



6 



receiving audio or video generated at said event client from said event client. 

58. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for viewing a recorded event, said computer-executable 
instructions comprising: 

simultaneously capturing images of different sub-events by of an event with 
multiple cameras of djfferen t types each capturing a different sub-event; 
capturing audio associated with the different sub-events; and 
transmitting the captured sub-events and associated audio from a server to 
one or more clients in network connection with said server. 

59. (orginal) The computer-readable medium of Claim 58 further 
comprising a computer-executable instruction for establishing a two-way connection 
between said server and said one or more clients for transferring images, audio and 
data between said server and said one or more clients. 

60. (original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 58 further 
comprising a computer-executable instruction for projecting event data onto a 
screen. 

61 . (original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 60 wherein said 
event data that is projected onto a screen includes a view of one or more clients' 
meeting participants, a view of the event captured by one of said multiple cameras 
and a software application display . 

Claims 62-68 cancelled. 

69. (currently amended) A system for conducting a distributed meeting, the 
system comprising: 

a 360-degree camera for capturing images of meeting participants in a 
meeting room in substantially 360 degrees about said 360-degree camera, wherein 
said 360-degree camera includes an integrated computer that performs processing 
required to broadcast said images and associated meeting data; and 
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a whiteboard camera for capturing images of content s written on a 
whiteboard; 

a presenter view came ra for capturing images of an overview o f the meeting 
room in a space where a presenter would typically be presenting; and 

a virtual director that autom atic ally dete rmin es which view of said 380 degree 
camera, w hiteboard view camera and presenter vie w camera to display. 

70. (cancelled) 

71 . (currently amended) The system of Claim [[70]] 69 further comprising a 
microphone array for capturing the audio of the meeting that is synchronized with 
one of said images captured by said 360-degree camera, whiteboard camera or 
presenter view camera. 

72. (original) The system of Claim 69 wherein said associated meeting 
data comprises audio that is synchronized with said images. 



